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REVIEWS. 


doubted that in certain cases antipyrin has produced untoward symptoms 
and even death, it is also a fact that considering the widespread use of 
this remedy comparatively few disagreeable effects have been noted. 

As to the attack on antipyretics in general it can only be said, with 
all deference to the opinions of Dr. StillG, that his statements are arrayed 
against the opinion of the profession in general in this respect, and that 
the daily clinical experience of an exceedingly large body of able men 
still leads them to the use of such drugs. 

By far the fullest article on these newer remedies is devoted to 
cocaine. In the space of eight pages the derivation, history, and medic¬ 
inal properties of this valuable remedy are quite thoroughly considered, 
and the drug is spoken of as “ a precious discovery.” The new basis 
for ointments, lanolin, receives favorable notice, while menthol and 
urethan also come in for their share of attention. H. A. H. • 


De ^’Intervention Chiuurgicale dans les Affections du Rein. 
Par Azarif. Brodedr, M.D., Professeur a I’Universite Laval a Montreal,' 
etc. Avcc cinq planches en chromolithograpliie et neuf figures intcrcalees 
dans le texte. 8vo. pp. 57G. Paris: G. Masson, 188G. 

Surgical Intervention in Renal Affections. By Azarie Brodeur, 
M.D., etc. 

To anyone interested in the surgical affections of the kidney and the 
operations performed for their relief, this attractive-looking volume, 
which appears to be based upon a thesis for the doctorate, holds forth, 
on superficial examination, the promise of a rich intellectual treat. A 
careful study of its contents, however, shows that the subjects embraced 
in its pages have, as a rule, been imperfectly discussed, and that it 
should include conclusions drawn from an analysis of upward of five 
hundred operations that had been recorded up to the time of its appear¬ 
ance, instead of three hundred and twenty-seven cases collated by the 
author, many of which are incorrect and evidently quoted without con- 
sultiug the original authority. 

The operations for calculous affections are hopelessly mixed. In a 
table of twenty-five nephrolithotomies are included seven cases which 
are uot illustrations of that procedure at all; while nephrotomy and 
nephrolithotomy are used as convertible terms for the removal of stones 
from pyelonephritic kidneys. In his table of forty-four nephrectomies 
for calculus associated with suppurative lesions, thirteen operations are 
recorded in which a stone was not present; while his table of neph¬ 
rotomies for suppurating kidney embraces only fourteen cases, when in 
point of fact he ought to have collated more than ninety cases. In 
addition to these serious defects and omissions, he discusses the various 
operative procedures in four pages, so that this portion of the work is 
practically valueless. 

In concluding this brief notice of a work that has no raison d'&tre, we 
take pleasure in stating that it has one redeeming feature, namely, the 
indications for and against surgical intervention are fairly stated, and 
agree, in the main, with the conclusions reached by recent writers and 
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operators. Thus, Brodeur teaches that nephrectomy should be resorted 
to only after the failure of other measures for floating, calculous, suppu¬ 
rating, hydronephritic, and cystic kidneys; that it may be practised for 
carcinoma if the general healtli is not impaired ; and that it is indicated 
as a primary measure for urinary fistula), and sarcomatous and other 
tumors. 


Outlines of the Pathology and Treatment of Syphilis and Allied 
Venereal Diseases. By Herman von Zeissl, M.D., late Professor at 
the Imperial Royal University of Vienna. Second edition, revised by 
MAXIMILIAN von Zeissl, M.D., Privat-Docent at the University of Vienna. 
Authorized edition; translated, with notes, by H. Raphael, M.D. 8vo. 
xii. pp. 402. New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1880. 

These outlines of Zeissl’s are too modestly named, for his work is a 
most full and detailed one, and leaves but little for such filling up as 
might be proper if his subject were dealt with only in outline. . Certain 
critics have remarked that the part devoted to pathology is dispropor¬ 
tionately large, and that in which treatment is discussed disproportion¬ 
ately email. We do not concur in this criticism. The fact is, that while 
there is still room for much debate as to the exact nature of the different 
venereal diseases—although we have settled convictions in regard to 
this matter—there is not much room for discussion as to the best methods 
of treating them. 

Zeissl is a dualist, and in his Introductory states briefly and clearly 
the reasons which to him (and to us) seem to establish conclusively the 
essential difference between syphilis and other venereal diseases, namely, 
the venereal ulcer and gonorrhoea. Gonorrhoea Zeissl calls “venereal 
catarrh,” and the venereal ulcer he calls “ echanker,” in his own tongue; 
or “chancroid,” borrowing the French term. We regret that the trans¬ 
lator of his work has made use of the term “soft chancre” for the Ger¬ 
man terra “schanker,” since we have frequently occasion to observe that, 
what might seem so iunocent, leads to confusion in the minds of those 
who are not perfectly familiar with the history of modern opinions in 
regard to venereal diseases. Another error of tbc translator consists in 
his translation of the German term “ shlcrose ” by “sclerotic ulcer.” He 
is, of course, aware that neither sclerosis nor ulceration is conclusive as 
to the nature of a venereal lesion, and that the more of the one there is, 
the less there will be of the other. Many writers in our own language 
have settled upon the term “initial lesion of syphilis” as the most 
unequivocal one to upplv to what it describes, and we hope that their 
example may be followed when another edition of the work we are 
reviewing appears. 

Wc have no space to speak in detail of the teachings of Zeissl in 
regard to the different manifestations of the venereal diseases, although 
we may express some surprise that the section devoted to the 6ite and 
form of the “Hunterian iuduration” (an ill-chosen term for the initial 
lesion of syphilis) makes no mention of the urethra. Zeissl has come to 
the conclusion that extirpation of the initial lesion of syphilis, however 



